


For Your Protection:
Get a Home Inspection

Why You Need a Home Inspection

Buying a home is probably the biggest investment you will ever make. The purpose of a home inspection is to inform
and educate you about the property before you make a financial commitment. A home inspection will give you
more detailed information about the overall condition of the house you want to buy.

Be an Informed Buyer

A home inspection will only occur if you arrange for one; FHA does not perform home inspections. For a fee, a
qualified inspector will take an unbiased look at your potential new home to evaluate its physical condition;
estimate the remaining useful life of the major systems, equipment, structure, and finishes; and identify any
items that need to be repaired or replaced. If you request an inspection early in the process, you may be able to
make your purchase contract contingent on its results.

What is Included in the Inspection?
To better understand what to expect in the home inspection, ask the prospective inspector for their Standards
of Practice (SOP) or for a sample home inspection report.

How to Find an Inspector
To find a qualified home inspector ask for references from friends, real estate professionals, local licensing
authorities and organizations that qualify and test home inspectors.

Appraisals are NOT Home Inspections!

An appraisal is required to estimate the home’s value for your lender and does not replace a home inspection.
FHA does not guarantee the value or condition of your new home. If you find problems with your home
after closing, FHA cannot give or lend you money for repairs, and FHA cannot buy the home back from you.

Radon Gas Testing and Other Health or Safety Issues

The Environmental Protection Agency and the Surgeon General recommend that all houses be tested for
radon. For more information, call the toll-free National Radon Information Line at 1-800-SOS-Radon (1-800-
767-7236). Ask your inspector if additional health and safety tests are relevant for your home, such as mold; air
or water quality; presence of asbestos, lead paint, or urea formaldehyde insulation; or pest infestations.


http://www.hud.gov/
http://www.energystar.gov/
http://www.ashi.org/

Ten Important Questions to Ask Your
Home Inspector

1. What does your inspection cover?

The inspector should ensure that their inspection and inspection report will meet all applicable
requirements in your state if applicable and will comply with a well-recognized standard of practice
and code of ethics. You should be able to request and see a copy of these items ahead of time and ask
any questions you may have. If there are any areas you want to make sure are inspected, be sure to
identify them upfront.

2. How long have you been practicing in the home inspection profession and how many inspections
have you completed?

The inspector should be able to provide his or her history in the profession and perhaps even a few
names as referrals. Newer inspectors can be very qualified, and many work with a partner or have
access to more experienced inspectors to assist them in the inspection.

3. Are you specifically experienced in residential inspection?

Related experience in construction or engineering is helpful, but is no substitute for training and
experience in the unique discipline of home inspection. If the inspection is for a commercial property,
then this should be asked about as well.

4. Do you offer to do repairs or improvements based on the inspection?

Some inspector associations and state regulations allow the inspector to perform repair work on
problems uncovered in the inspection. Other associations and regulations strictly forbid this as a
conflict of interest.

5. How long will the inspection take?

The average on-site inspection time for a single inspector is two to three hours for a typical single-
family house; anything significantly less may not be enough time to perform a thorough inspection.
Additional inspectors may be brought in for very large properties and buildings.

6. How much will it cost?

Costs vary dramatically, depending on the region, size and age of the house, scope of services and
other factors. A typical range might be $300-$500, but consider the value of the home inspection in
terms of the investment being made. Cost does not necessarily reflect quality. HUD Does not regulate
home inspection fees.

7. What type of inspection report do you provide and how long will it take to receive the report?

Ask to see samples and determine whether or not you can understand the inspector's reporting style
and if the time parameters fulfill your needs. Most inspectors provide their full report within 24 hours
of the inspection.

8. Will | be able to attend the inspection?



This is a valuable educational opportunity, and an inspector's refusal to allow this should raise a red
flag. Never pass up this opportunity to see your prospective home through the eyes of an expert.

9. Do you maintain membership in a professional home inspector association?

There are many state and national associations for home inspectors. Request to see their membership
ID, and perform whatever due diligence you deem appropriate.

10. Do you participate in continuing education programs to keep your expertise up to date?

One can never know it all, and the inspector's commitment to continuing education is a good measure
of his or her professionalism and service to the consumer. This is especially important in cases where
the home is much older or includes unique elements requiring additional or updated training.
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EPA and HUD Move to Protect Children from Lead-Based Paint
Poisoning; Disclosure of Lead-Based Paint Hazards in Housing

SUMMARY

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the
Department of Housing and Urban Devel opment
(HUD) are announcing efforts to ensure that the public
receives the information necessary to prevent lead
poisoning in homes that may contain lead-based paint
hazards. Beginning this fall, most home buyers and
renterswill receive known information on lead-based
paint and |ead-based paint hazards during sales and
rentals of housing built before 1978. Buyers and
renters will receive specific information on |ead-based
paint in the housing as well as a Federal pamphlet with
practical, low-cost tips on identifying and controlling
lead-based paint hazards. Sellers, landlords, and their
agents will be responsible for providing this
information to the buyer or renter before sale or lease.

LEAD-BASED PAINT IN HOUSING
Approximately three-quarters of the nation’s housing
stock built before 1978 (approximately 64 million
dwellings) contains some lead-based paint. When
properly maintained and managed, this paint poses
little risk. However, 1.7 million children have blood-
lead levels above safe limits, mostly due to exposure to
lead-based paint hazards.

EFFECTS OF LEAD POISONING

Lead poisoning can cause permanent damage to the
brain and many other organs and causes reduced

intelligence and behavioral problems. Lead can dso
cause abnormal fetal development in pregnant women.

BACKGROUND

To protect families from exposure to lead from paint,
dust, and soil, Congress passed the Residential Lead-
Based Paint Hazard Reduction Act of 1992, also

known as Title X. Section 1018 of thislaw directed
HUD and EPA to require the disclosure of known
information on lead-based paint and |ead-based paint
hazards before the sale or lease of most housing built
before 1978.

WHAT IS REQUIRED

Before ratification of a contract for housing sale or
lease:

® Sdlersand landlords must disclose known lead-
based paint and lead-based paint hazards and
provide available reports to buyers or renters.

e Sdlersand landlords

must give buyers and n| Protect
renters the pamphlet, oy | Your
developed by EPA, E?g’lni‘l?
HUD, and the | Lead In
Consumer Product Your
Safety Commission Home
(CPSC), titled Protect vy
Your Family from o =
Lead in Your Home. " R -

® Home buyerswill get
a 10-day period to
conduct alead-based paint inspection or risk
assessment at their own expense. Therule givesthe
two parties flexibility to negotiate key terms of the
evaluation.

® Saescontracts and leasing agreements must include
certain natification and disclosure language.

® Sdlers, lessors, and real estate agents share
responsibility for ensuring compliance.



WHAT IS NOT REQUIRED
® Thisrule does not require any testing or removal of
lead-based paint by sellers or landlords.

® Thisrule doesnot invalidate leasing and sales
contracts.

TYPE OF HOUSING COVERED

Most private housing, public housing, Federally owned
housing, and housing receiving Federal assistance are
affected by thisrule.

TYPE OF HOUSING NOT COVERED

® Housing built after 1977 (Congress chose not to
cover post-1977 housing because the CPSC banned
the use of lead-based paint for residential usein
1978).

® Zero-bedroom units, such as efficiencies, |ofts, and
dormitories.

® | easesfor lessthan 100 days, such as vacation
houses or short-term rentals.

® Housing for the elderly (unless children live there).

® Housing for the handicapped (unless children live
there).

® Rentd housng that has been ingpected by a certified
ingpector and found to be free of lead-based paint.

® Foreclosure saes.

EFFECTIVE DATES

® For owners of more than 4 dwelling units, the
effective date is September 6, 1996.

® For ownersof 4 or fewer dwelling units, the
effective date is December 6, 1996.

THOSE AFFECTED

Therulewill help inform about 9 million renters
and 3 million home buyers each year. The estimated
cost associated with learning about the requirements,
obtaining the pamphlet and other materials, and
conducting disclosure activities is about $6 per
transaction.

EFFECT ON STATES AND LOCAL
GOVERNMENTS

This rule should not impose additional burdens on
states sinceit is a Federally administered and enforced
reguirement. Some state laws and regulations require
the disclosure of lead hazards in housing. The Federal
regulations will act as a complement to existing state
reguirements.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
e [or acopy of Protect Your Family from Lead in Your Home (in English or Spanish) , the sample disclosure

forms, or the rule, call the National Lead Information Clearinghouse (NLIC) at (800) 424—LEAD, or TDD
(800) 5265456 for the hearing impaired. Y ou may also send your request by fax to (202) 659-1192 or by
Internet E-mail to ehc@cais.com. Visit the NLIC on the Internet at http:/Aww.nsc.org/nsc/ehc/enc.html.

@ Bulk copies of the pamphlet are available from the Government Printing Office (GPO) at (202) 512—1800.
Refer to the complete title or GPO stock number 055-000-00507-9. The price is $26.00 for a pack of 50
copies. Alternatively, persons may reproduce the pamphlet, for use or distribution, if the text and graphics are
reproduced in full. Camera-ready copies of the pamphlet are available from the National Lead Information

Clearinghouse.

® [or specific questions about |ead-based paint and |ead-based paint hazards, call the National Lead Information
Clearinghouse at (800) 424-LEAD, or TDD (800) 5265456 for the hearing impaired.

® The EPA pamphlet and rule are available electronically and may be accessed through the Internet.

Electronic Access:

Gopher: gopher.epa.gov:70/11/Offices/PestPreventToxic/Toxic/lead_pm

WWW:
http://www.hud.gov
Dial up: (919) 558-0335

http://www.epa.gov/opptintr/lead/index.html

FTP: ftp.epa.gov (To login, type “anonymous.” Your password is your Internet E-mail address.)






